
 

  2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Produced by the British Origami Society. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or 
recorded or otherwise without written permission of the British 
Origami Society. This document is intended for members of the 
British Origami Society only, for use within the Society. 
 
www.britishorigami.info 
The BOS is a registered charity (293039) 
 



  2 

Index 
 

What is the BOS? 3
Magazine 4
Conventions 
Local meetings 6
Membership directory 7
Supplies 8
Library 
Internet 9
Official business 10
Copyright  11
 
The Constitution 
Name 14
Objects 
Definition of origami 15
Membership 
Subscriptions 18
General meetings 19
Officers of the Society 20
Council of the Society 23
Independent Examiner 26
President 
Chair 
General Secretary 27
Membership Secretary 
Treasurer 
Library and archives 
Sidney French Medal 28
Copyright 29
Rules 
Trustees 30
The administrative and financial year of the society 
Investment 
Land and buildings 31
Amendments to the Constitution 
Winding up 
Notices 32
Dates of this Constitution 33
Council contact 34

 

  3

Welcome to the British Origami Society! 
 
We extend a very warm welcome to you as a member 
of the British Origami Society! Now you've joined, 
perhaps you'd like to know about what the Society 
has to offer, read on...  

People join the BOS for different reasons; some are 
new to origami and want to find out more, some have folded for 
some years and want to add to their book collection, some want to 
get their hands on better paper, some want to display their creations 
to a wider audience. Many more are simply intrigued by origami! 
What everyone gets from joining the BOS is becoming a part of an 
origami community. You’ll soon find out that many others share your 
enthusiasm for and love of folding paper. 

What is the BOS? 

Formed in 1967 by a small group of 
enthusiasts who wished to share their 
enjoyment of origami, the British 
Origami Society has grown into an 
international organisation with 
members in many parts of the world. 
The Society is a registered charity. Our charitable objects are stated 
in the Constitution, printed later in this handbook. These objects 
mean that we aim not only to educate people about origami, but also 
to use origami for both therapy and education in hospitals, schools, 
libraries, youth clubs etc. Many members put time and effort into 
these activities.  

The Society will give help, advice, and will consider providing financial 
support to those who wish to work in these areas. We also make 
donations of books and paper to organisations, clubs, schools, 
individuals etc who can demonstrate that they are committed to using 
origami as a teaching or therapeutic activity.   

For further information, please contact the Chair or the General 
Secretary. 
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Magazine 

“British Origami” magazine is perhaps the most important benefit of 
Society membership, since it is one of the main methods by which all 
members are kept informed and in touch with each other. It is 
published six times a year and posted to you or is available for 
download, according to your category of membership. 

The magazine includes diagrams for new origami 
designs, reports of origami events world-wide, articles 
by leading origami creators, historians and theorists. 
It also provides news of forthcoming origami events 
(meetings, conventions and exhibitions), both for the 
BOS and other origami societies, book reviews, and 
much more.  In short, the magazine is intended to 
keep you up to date with what’s going on in the 
origami world, and to make you want to pick up paper and fold! 

The editor is always keen to receive new material for the magazine 
and new contributors are welcome. If you come across any origami 
news, please let the editor or a regular columnist know about it. If 
you feel able to supply diagrams, cuttings, news, jokes, photographs, 
ideas for front covers, please get in touch with the editor, and share 
your ideas. These will be considered for publication, and everything 
submitted is very much appreciated. If you read an article or letter in 
the magazine and strongly agree or disagree, write to the editor and 
put your point of view. Art of any kind thrives on constructive 
criticism and origami is no different. If you have discovered a new 
origami book, write a review and send it in. If you think it’s rubbish, 
say so! 

“British Origami” has the reputation of being one of the foremost 
origami publications in the world, and it is only with your help and 
contributions that these high standards can be maintained. 

For further information, please contact the Magazine Editor. 

Conventions 

Meeting other folders is a great experience, and one of the best 
places to do it is at a convention. The BOS organises two weekend 
conventions each year, usually held at a hotel or University venue, 
during the spring and autumn. These conventions are heaven for 
folders everywhere! New members are made especially welcome, as 
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are children and "non-folding" partners. Whatever your interest in 
origami, there will be someone at the convention who shares your 
views & tastes and you will soon bump into them. Equally 
importantly, you will find that your enthusiasm for origami will 
increase, your folding skills will improve, and your knowledge of 
origami will have multiplied many times after coming to a convention.  

Many stimulating things happen at conventions: folding sessions for 
all abilities, lectures, discussions, buying origami books and papers at 
BOS supplies, games, competitions and the opportunity to put faces 
to names and tackle folds you always wanted to. Some people join 
the "advanced" folding session and emerge late on Sunday with bags 
under their eyes and a carefully folded masterpiece. Others are happy 
to learn simple folds all weekend, or perhaps sit in on an informal 
session that may have developed in a quiet corner. Long-standing 
members often spend the entire weekend chatting to old friends or 
making new acquaintances with overseas visitors.  

For many, the highlight of a convention is the exhibition tables, where 
folders display their latest creations. The range of ideas and 
approaches used by origami creators today will amaze you! Some 
exhibits may be complex modular folds, constructed from many 
identically folded units; others may be simple animals or abstract 
pieces. Whatever your ideas or preferences, you are encouraged to 
show your latest work to us in this forum. It is all too easy to dismiss 
your early work in comparison with the “experts” and not display it, 
but new creators often produce the most original work. We are 
always looking out for creative members and will do everything we 
can to stimulate original ideas. If you need advice or constructive 
criticism please let us know.  

Non-folding sessions, such as a talk or lecture on a technical, 
historical, mathematical or practical origami subject frequently 
feature on the convention programme.  Sometimes we arrange a 
discussion on some aspect of our art, and here everyone's opinion is 
valid and welcomed. Members often have strong views on subjects 
such as the mathematical aspects of origami, or the perennial 
question, "Is it art?" 

To keep the weekend from becoming too serious, we usually organise 
a game or competition to exploit a humorous or light-hearted side of 
origami. Please join in and don’t be afraid of making a fool of 
yourself!  Evenings are yet another source of informal folding 
sessions (often in the bar) where you will find someone who has been 
persuaded to teach one of their folds from the exhibition table. 
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Hardened folders usually retire to a room to keep on folding until the 
small hours, others, exhausted by an overdose of folding, call it a day 
much earlier! 

The convention Model Collection is an important souvenir of the 
weekend. This is a book of diagrams for many of the folds taught 
during the convention and is available for purchase at BOS supplies 
or for pre-order with your convention booking form. Many of these 
diagrams will never be published elsewhere, so the convention model 
collection forms an invaluable reference to creative folding. We are 
always on the lookout for contributions to this collection, so please 
send your work to the convention programme organiser. Whatever 
you think of your work, others will very probably enjoy making it, so 
please overcome your modesty and send in your latest masterpieces.  

You are warmly invited to the next BOS convention. You will be made 
very welcome and we’ll do everything we can to make sure you have 
a great time! Full details of future convention dates and venues are 
given in British Origami magazine.  

For further information, please contact the relevant Convention 
Organisers, or the General Secretary. 

Local meetings 

Inevitably, the folding appetites of many people are not satisfied by 
two conventions a year, so the BOS organises local meetings, 
generally once a month, either at a member’s home or a public 
meeting place or local hall. These meetings are mostly informal with 
about a dozen people attending on average. The idea is to fold in a 
group, bring along any new (or old!) books you have found, any folds 
you are struggling with, any origami memorabilia and share them 
with other local members. Folds are taught, stories exchanged and a 
good time is had by all. As with conventions, families and children are 
welcome and light refreshments are often provided. Details of 
meetings are in the magazine; if 
you’d like to come along, just give 
the organiser a ring or email them to 
check all is "as advertised" and off 
you go! 

If there are no meetings near you, 
why not organise one yourself? All 
you need is a room with some tables 
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and chairs, good light plus a bit of peace and quiet. If you need to 
hire a room, the society can help with expenses, advice and help on 
setting up local meetings. You will need to give the Magazine Editor 
plenty of notice to advertise your meeting in the magazine (at least 3 
months) so plan well ahead, but other means of publicising your 
meeting are also available via email, BOS Mail, social media etc. You 
could also check your membership directory for other local members 
and invite them personally.   

For further information, please contact the local meeting organisers, 
or the General Secretary.  

Membership directory 

The membership directory is available on the members' area of the 
BOS website.  If you don’t have access to the internet you can 
request a copy from the Membership Secretary. It gives names and 
addresses for the majority of BOS members, as members can opt to 
have their details included in the directory or not as they wish. It is 
designed to encourage you to make contact with other enthusiasts, 
whoever they are or wherever they may be. Please note however that 
the directory is not to be used for commercial purposes under any 
circumstances. 

The directory is more than simply a list of members, you should look 
on it as a list of potential friends, some of whom may become life-
long friends.  For example, you may see some diagrams of a fold that 
you particularly enjoy; don’t hesitate to write a letter to the creator 
asking if they have any more work you can try. Creators are usually 
flattered by interest in their work and will happily give you more 
diagrams, creative background to a fold or simply offer comments on 
your own work. If you simply want to make a few local origami 
friends, telephone, or drop a line to any local members explaining 
who you are and inevitably someone will respond positively. We really 
do recommend that you get in touch! 

The Society holds details of members' names and contact details on 
computer, in compliance with the 1984 Data Protection Act at all 
times. This is purely for administrative purposes, such as mailing out 
the magazine. 

For further information, please contact the Membership Secretary. 
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Supplies 

The Society is particularly keen to satisfy your need for origami 
books, paper and other folding requirements. We do this via: 

BOS On-line Supplies: This is a constantly evolving site, and offers an 
on-line shop for: BOS Publications (see below), an extensive 
range of origami paper, origami accessories such as T-shirts, 
mugs, DVDs, paper-cutters etc. BOS members are eligible for 
discounts on BOS products purchased via our on-line shop. 

BOS Publications: these are our own publications, including a range 
of booklets featuring the work of origami creators not available 
via commercial publishers. Examples include Chess sets, 
Flexagons, Notes on the History of Origami, Origami Christmas 
Tree Decorations, Origami Europe and many others. These are 
available in hard copy, “print-on-demand” or as downloadable e-
books depending on the publication. We also sell back issues of 
convention Model Collections (see under "conventions"), & the 
BOS magazine. You are kept up to date with availability, prices 
and ordering procedure by inserts in the "British Origami" 
magazine, and on the BOS website. 

BOS Supplies at conventions: You can browse through and make 
purchases from our range of origami books, booklets & papers in 
our Supplies shop at conventions. This is another very good 
reason for becoming a regular convention attendee! 

Commercially published origami books: these are increasingly sold via 
links with commercial publishing firms such as Amazon etc. 
However, a small range of commercially published books are also 
available via our on-line shop. 

Second hand books: we also sell surplus second hand books from our 
Library (see below), often from books donated to us by members. 
These sales take place either at conventions or via our on-line 
shop. 

For further information, please contact the Supplies Secretary. 

Library 

An invaluable asset of the Society is our extensive library and 
archive. This is currently (January 2017) undergoing a major re-
structuring & cataloguing project leading up to the BOS’s 50th 
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anniversary, with an aim to make the extensive contents gathered 
from 50 years of the BOS more accessible to its members. Contents 
of the BOS Library & archive are held centrally with “mini libraries” 
held by local mini-meeting co-ordinators (BOS members) in their 
homes. The library comprises books, videos, articles, thousands of 
origami diagrams and instructions, correspondence, historic 
documents and much more. A catalogue giving details of all items 
available for loan or reference is available from the Librarian. The 
library is maintained using a database and members are invited to 
borrow from over 3000 items. The lending library is run on a postal 
basis, at conventions, and at local meetings. Visits to the Library 
itself can be arranged so you can view the rarer items, but you must 
do this well in advance. New diagrams are always welcomed for the 
collection – hard copy or digital. Please contact the Librarian for 
further details. 

As a first-time borrower, you are asked to sign a form, confirming 
that you understand copyright issues, and will not use the items you 
borrow for other than personal, and non-profit use. Only members 
who have signed the form may use the library. 

For further information, please contact the Librarian. 

Internet 

The British Origami Society website is www.britishorigami.info 

This is increasingly the public face of the Society, and includes 
information about all aspects of origami and the Society itself, 
including: 

• details of conventions & mini-meetings
• folding diagrams, videos & tips on folding methods
• an extensive photo gallery
• online membership facility
• BOS Supplies – our online shop
• a searchable origami database of models and books
• links to David Lister’s unique essays on all aspects of origami
• a Members Area – restricted to BOS members – includes a

directory of BOS Members and other special features only
available to members

The BOS also has active social media pages on Facebook and Twitter, 
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which are especially useful for instant or short notice events and 
exchange of news, and general social interaction.  

Most members can be contacted by e-mail. Check with the 
membership secretary for details. 

BOSMail is a flourishing internet mailing list about origami – again 
useful for quick sharing of origami-related information. To subscribe, 
visit the BOS website, read the instructions and sign up.  For further 
information please contact the General Secretary. 

Official business 

The Society holds an Annual General Meeting every year at one of the 
conventions. This is where the members of the Council are elected, 
and decisions of the Council are discussed. Posts (renewable 
annually) include: Chair, General Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, 
Magazine Editor, Publications Officer, Membership Secretary, Supplies 
Secretary, Conventions Officer, Public Relations Officer and a number 
of ordinary Council Members. 

Any member is welcome to apply for any of these posts, but informal 
enquiries should be made in advance for a proper consideration and 
explanation of the duties involved. Council members receive no 
financial return for their work, but do get authorised expenses 
reimbursed. 

Council duties involve planning conventions, preparing BOS 
publications, administering the finances, dealing with commercial 
requests and many important duties! One pleasant duty of the 
Council is to recommend honorary positions (such as President, Vice-
President etc.) and to approve nominations for the Sidney French 
medal (named after the founder of the BOS). This award may be 
given to members who have made a very special contribution to 
origami or to the Society in some way, and further details are given 
in the Constitution of the BOS later in this handbook. 

For further information, please contact the General Secretary or the 
Chair.  
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Copyright 

Here are some notes about copyright in relation to origami: they are 
only the briefest introduction on the subject, so you should never be 
afraid to ask for advice if you have a problem. Some of the points 
mentioned here are governed by the law, whereas others are guided 
by common courtesy, fairness and respect for the achievements of 
creators, and the hard work put in by authors and draughtsmen. 

The Law of Copyright 

This is intended to protect literary and artistic work from 
unauthorised copying. The laws of different countries differ in detail, 
but most countries conform to the requirements of the Berne 
Copyright Convention.  A work is automatically protected by copyright 
as soon as it is published. This not only means commercial publication 
in a book or magazine, but also includes informally passing the work 
on or disclosing it to any other person. No formalities of any kind, 
such as registration, are required to obtain copyright protection. 
However, creators and draughtsmen frequently confirm their 
copyright by adding “© (name + date)” to diagrams or photographs 
of their work.   

Copyright exists in both the model itself (as a piece of sculpture) and 
also, separately, in any diagrams and instructions for folding the 
model. If the model was created by one person and the diagrams 
drawn by another, then each have separate copyright. Protection for 
the model and for the diagrams lasts respectively until fifty years 
after the death of the creator of the model and of the draughtsman. 

Society Publications 

Our policy for reproduction of work in our various publications, e.g. 
British Origami magazine, Society booklets and publications, 
convention model collections etc. is as follows: 

• Permission to publish diagrams for origami models, articles 
and other written material is always obtained in advance.  

• The names of the author, creator and draughtsman are always 
clearly stated. 

• The copyright of the work is retained by the author, creator, 
and draughtsman. 

• A complimentary copy of the publication featuring the work is 
sent to the author, creator and draughtsman. 
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Society Library 

If you borrow items from our library, you must respect the copyright 
of the author, creator and draughtsman of the item you are 
borrowing, and to acknowledge this you must sign the form provided 
by the Librarian. Loans are not permitted if we do not hold this form. 
Single photocopying of diagram sheets or other items is generally 
recognised as being permissible if for fair and private use, but any 
multiple photocopying, or use of any copies for financial gain is a 
breach of the law.  

Individuals 

If you have created an original origami design, you can be justly 
proud of your efforts. You should be recognised as the creator of the 
design, and you can expect certain rights of ownership of the design. 
For example, writers, poets, photographers or artists expect to be 
credited for their work: origami creators are no different. The Society, 
in all its dealings with you, will make every effort to give you 
appropriate credit, and to ensure that your copyright is acknowledged 
(see above). 

If you know that your work has been used without permission or 
credit, or the ownership of the work has been wrongly attributed, the 
Society may, wherever practical, advise you or assist you to rectify 
matters. We cannot, unfortunately, undertake to provide any advice 
or help for non-members. In certain cases, you may find it 
appropriate to seek professional help from a solicitor, lawyer, or 
patent specialist.  

Whenever you teach, show, or exhibit the origami work of others, 
please make sure that you clearly state the names of the creators of 
the work, even if you have folded the models yourself. It is not really 
necessary or practical to obtain the permission of the creator when 
teaching or exhibiting other people’s work, but remember that a 
creator may not approve of your making money from your use of the 
work. If a fee is involved in any of these activities, you may wish to 
get permission anyway. Let your conscience be your guide!  

Authors 

If you are compiling a book, publication or article featuring the 
origami work of others, please respect the rights of the creator by 
bearing in mind the guidelines mentioned above. In other words, you 
must obtain the permission of the creator of the work before 
publication, and ensure that the work is properly credited. We 
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recommend that you should at least give a complimentary copy of the 
finished publication to the creator.  Any additional payment is a 
matter between the author, creator and publisher, and the Society is 
unable to assist or advise in any financial negotiations between these 
parties.   

For further information, please contact the Chair or the General 
Secretary. 

Finally 

The Constitution of the BOS is printed on the following pages, and we 
hope that this and the previous paragraphs explain how the Society 
works, and what it stands for.  However, if you do still have any 
questions, please get in touch with us straightaway. We hope you will 
enjoy being a member, and will take advantage of all the benefits 
now available to you. Happy folding! 
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THE CONSTITUTION Of  
THE BRITISH ORIGAMI SOCIETY 
 

1. Name 
The Name of the Society shall be THE BRITISH ORIGAMI SOCIETY 

2. Objects 
(1) The Objects of the Society shall be to advance public education 

in the art of Origami and to promote the study and practice of 
Origami in education and as a means of therapy for the relief of 
people who are sick or mentally or physically handicapped. 

(2) In furtherance of these Objects but not otherwise, the Society 
shall have the following powers: 

(a) to promote the study of the techniques, history, aesthetics 
and mathematical theory of Origami, related techniques of 
paper-folding and other paper crafts 

(b) to promote the study of Origami in the wider context of 
play, games, puzzles, magical illusions and recreational 
mathematics 

(c)     to facilitate and encourage discussion and communication 
about Origami and related techniques between people in 
the United Kingdom and throughout the World 

(d) to arrange activities for the encouragement of Origami 
including meetings, exhibitions and postal portfolios 

(e) to publish a periodical or periodicals and other papers and 
books concerning Origami and related subjects 

(f) to form and maintain a library of books, papers and other 
materials relating to Origami and related subjects with a 
view to preserving unpublished as well as published 
material and making information available to Members of 
the Society and the general public 

(g) to form a collection of Origami models by British paper-
folders and of outstanding work by folders from other 
countries in order to preserve a record of unpublished 
models and to form a museum of outstanding works of 
creative Origami and of models executed with artistry and 
skill 
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(h) to encourage the employment of Origami in schools as a 
creative activity and as an exercise in manual dexterity 

(i)    to foster the employment of Origami in hospitals and similar 
institutions as a means of occupational therapy 

(j) to foster the employment of Origami as a therapy among the 
physically and mentally handicapped 

 
(3) The Society shall not engage in any political activities 
(4) The Society shall be non-profit-making and no Member of the 

Society shall derive any profit or gain from the Society, its funds 
or activities except as a paid employee or as a paid independent 
contractor. This shall only be in accordance with specific and 
adequate terms contained in a contractual document which has 
been approved by the Council 

(5) The Society shall be domiciled in England and Wales and shall 
be governed in its internal activities by the law of England and 
Wales but membership shall be open to people of all countries 

3. Definition of origami 
(1) The Society defines Origami as the folding of paper of any 

regular shape to form two dimensional or three dimensional 
models of living creatures, inanimate objects and abstract forms 

(2) While the Society holds that Origami in its purest form does not 
admit the cutting of paper, the Society does not exclude cutting 
provided that it is limited in extent, adds significantly to the 
value of the model and provided that the model retains the 
main characteristics of uncut Origami 

(3) The usual medium of Origami is paper but the Society 
recognises that the techniques of folding may be applied to 
other materials 

(4) The Society recognises techniques of manipulating and cutting 
paper other than Origami and seeks to foster the interchange of 
ideas between the pursuit of Origami and other paper 
techniques 

4. Membership 
(1) Membership of the Society shall be open to all who are 

interested in the aims of the Society whether or not resident 
within the United Kingdom 
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(2) There shall be six classes of Membership namely: 
(a) HONORARY MEMBERSHIP of the Society: 

(i) Honorary Membership is the gift of the Society which 
may be bestowed as an honour on any person who 
shall have rendered especially significant service by the 
creation of models, by research, by teaching, by 
administration or in any other way to the cause of 
Origami or to the Society 

(ii) Honorary Members shall be appointed from anywhere in 
the world and whether or not previously a Member of 
the Society 

(iii) Honorary Members shall be nominated by the Council 
and elected to Honorary Membership of the Society at 
an Annual or Special General Meeting 

(iv) A Vice-President shall upon appointment as hereinafter 
provided automatically become an Honorary Member of 
the Society 

(v) An Honorary Member of the Society shall be entitled to 
the full benefits of Membership of the Society, including 
eligibility to vote at General meetings and to be elected 
as an Officer of the Society or as a Member of the 
Council 

(vi) An Honorary Member shall not be required to pay a 
Subscription to the Society 

(b) ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP: open to all individuals resident 
within the United Kingdom. 

(c) OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP: open to all individuals resident 
outside the United Kingdom. 

(d) JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP: open to all individuals resident in the 
United Kingdom who are under the age of eighteen years 
upon joining the Society. A Junior Member shall continue as 
such until the end of the year of attaining the age of 
eighteen years. 

(e) FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. A Family Member shall consist of two 
or more related or unrelated persons residing within the 
United Kingdom, at least one of whom shall be an adult, 
and who are members of the same household. A Family 
Member shall pay a single joint subscription to the Society. 
Subject to the following exceptions, each person making up 
the Family Member shall have the full benefits of 
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membership of the Society of an individual Member.  A 
Family Member shall have limited rights of voting at 
General meetings of the Society and the persons making up 
the Family shall have limited rights of election as Officers of 
the Society or as Members of the Council in accordance with 
the provisions of Articles 6(9), 7(12) and 8(4) of this 
Constitution. The persons making up the Family Member 
shall together be entitled to receive only one copy of the 
periodicals and other generally distributed publications of 
the Society. 

(f) CONCESSIONARY MEMBERSHIP: open to persons of limited 
means resident within the United Kingdom and belonging to 
any of the following categories: 

(i) Retired Persons  
(ii) Students who are undergoing full-time education and 

who are over the age of eighteen years upon joining 
the Society. Junior Members who are still undergoing 
full-time education shall become Concessionary 
Members at the beginning of the calendar year after 
which they attain the age of eighteen years 

(iii) Persons who are unemployed and in receipt of a Social 
Security benefit. 

(iv) Other persons in receipt of Social Security benefits 
(v) Other persons who may be approved for Concessionary 

Membership by the Council after consideration of their 
circumstances 

(3) Applicants for admission as Concessionary Members shall 
declare their entitlement to be so admitted on their application 
form for membership or for renewal of membership each year 

(4) Applications for Membership (other than Honorary Membership) 
shall be made in writing to the Membership Secretary and an 
applicant shall be admitted to Membership by the Council or its 
delegated officer on payment of the subscription appropriate to 
the class of membership applicable 

(5) The Council meeting in person under the Chair and in the 
absence of the President may for good reason terminate the 
membership of any Member provided that that person shall 
have the right to attend and be heard by the Council before the 
decision is made. Such Member shall have a right of appeal to 
the President of the Society who shall have full discretion to 
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uphold or rescind the decision of the Council after considering 
representations from the Council and the Member concerned 

(6) A Member shall be responsible for notifying any change of 
address to the Membership Secretary 

(7) For the purposes of the provisions of this Constitution relating 
to Membership of the Society, the term “the United Kingdom” 
shall be deemed to mean England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. All Members of 
the Society resident within the United Kingdom so defined shall 
be referred to as British Members 

5. Subscriptions 
(1) The Annual Subscriptions to be paid by the respective classes of 

Members shall be determined by the Society at a General 
Meeting (normally the Annual General Meeting) before the start 
of the Society's financial year in which they shall become 
payable. Notice of any proposal to vary the Annual 
Subscriptions shall be sent to all Members at least 14 days 
before the General Meeting at which it is intended that the 
proposal shall be moved. The Annual Subscription so fixed shall 
continue in force from year to year until varied by the Society at 
a General Meeting and unless a variation is intended, no vote to 
fix the Annual Subscriptions for the forthcoming year shall be 
required to be taken at an Annual General Meeting of the 
Society 

(2) Annual Subscriptions may be fixed at different rates for the 
following classes of Members: 
(a) Ordinary Members 
(b) Overseas Members 
(c) Junior Members 
(d) Family Members 
(e) Concessionary Members 

(3) Subscriptions for Overseas Members may be fixed at different 
rates on a geographical basis to take account of varying postal 
rates for different postal zones 

(4) The Society on the recommendation of the Council may fix a 
reduced Annual Subscription for Overseas Members who are in 
financially disadvantaged circumstances 

(5) All Annual Subscriptions for the forthcoming year shall be 
payable in advance on the 1st day of January in each year.  
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Membership shall lapse if, after a reminder shall have been sent 
to a Member at that Member’s last known address, the 
Subscription shall be unpaid two months after it has become 
due. 

(6) Subject to availability, whenever in the year a Member joins the 
Society, the member shall be entitled to the whole of the 
magazines and other generally-distributed publications issued 
during the year 

6. General Meetings 
(1) An Annual General Meeting shall be held each year to receive 

and consider an Annual Report prepared by the Council and the 
audited Accounts for the previous financial year, to elect the 
Officers of the Society, Members of the Council, an Independent 
Examiner and Honorary Members and to transact any other 
appropriate business 

(2) An Annual General Meeting shall be convened by the Council, 
but if the Council shall fail to convene an Annual General 
Meeting to take place before the end of October in any year the 
President, Chair, Treasurer or General Secretary acting 
individually or any six other Members acting together may 
convene and send out notices for a General Meeting of the 
Society which shall take place as soon as reasonably possible 
and such meeting shall constitute an Annual General Meeting of 
the Society for all purposes 

(3) A Special General Meeting shall be held (a) at the call of the 
Council or (b) within 56 days of the receipt by the General 
Secretary of a notice signed by twelve Members of the Society 
requesting that such a Meeting shall be held and stating the 
reason for requesting it 

(4) Within 21 days of the receipt by the General Secretary of a valid 
request for a Special General Meeting in accordance with the 
previous sub-paragraph the General Secretary shall send to all 
Members of the Society notice of a Special General Meeting to 
be held in accordance with the request and if the General 
Secretary shall fail to do so the Members requesting the 
Meeting may themselves send out notices of a Special General 
Meeting giving proper notice thereof 

(5) Every notice of a Special General Meeting sent to Members of 
the Society shall state the reasons for calling the Meeting and 
shall specify the business to be transacted 
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(6) Every Member shall be given at least 28 days’ notice of an 
Annual or Special General Meeting 

(7) The quorum at any General Meeting shall be twelve Members 
attending in person or by proxy 

(8) A Member of the Society shall be entitled to speak and vote at 
the Annual and Special General Meetings of the Society 

(9) All the persons making up a unit of Family Membership shall all 
be entitled to attend a General Meeting and to speak thereat, 
but a Family Member shall have no more than two votes which 
shall jointly be exercised by the nominated members of family. 
Upon application for Family membership of the Society and on 
renewal of Family membership each year, the persons making 
up the Family member shall nominate in writing up to two of 
their number to vote at General Meetings of the Society 

(10) A Member of the Society unable to be present at an Annual or 
Special General Meeting shall be entitled to vote thereat by 
proxy to be appointed in writing by the Member. A Member of 
the Society attending a General Meeting in a separate capacity 
may be appointed a proxy for another Member of the Society 
and shall be entitled to a vote in each capacity 

(11) At a General Meeting the President shall preside.  In the 
absence of the President or at the President’s request a Vice-
President or the Chair may preside or failing them any other 
Member of the Society appointed by the Members present at 
the Meeting shall preside 

(12) Except as provided otherwise by this Constitution resolutions at 
General Meetings shall be proposed and seconded and shall be 
passed if carried by a simple majority of Members of the Society 
present (or who have appointed a proxy for the meeting) and 
voting 

(13) In the event of a tie in a vote at a General Meeting the Member 
presiding shall have a casting vote which shall be additional to 
any vote that Member may have as a Member of the Society 

7. Officers of the Society 
(1) The Officers of the Society shall consist of a President and Vice-

Presidents, a Chair, a General Secretary, a Treasurer, a 
Librarian, an Editor, a Publications Officer, a Membership 
Secretary, a Supplies Secretary, a Conventions Officer and a 
Public Relations Officer. All Officers (other than Vice-Presidents) 
shall be appointed from among the Members of the Society 
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(2) Nominations of candidates for election as Officers of the Society 
shall be made verbally at the Annual General Meeting or at a 
Special General Meeting called for the purpose of electing an 
Officer or Officers of the Society. If there shall be more than 
one nomination for any Office then a ballot (by show of hands 
or otherwise as may be determined by the Members present, or 
in case of disagreement to be held as determined by the 
Member presiding at the Meeting) shall be held at such General 
Meeting 

(3) Any number of Vice-Presidents may be appointed and they need 
not be appointed from among the existing Members of the 
Society. A Vice-President shall hold office for life or until 
resignation or until removal by a vote to that effect at a General 
Meeting of the Society. A Vice-President shall be eligible for 
appointment to Membership of the Council and any Office in the 
Society in addition to the office of Vice-President. A Vice-
President may resign from that office at any time on giving 
notice in writing to the Chair or the General Secretary 

(4) The Council may appoint on a permanent or temporary basis 
any number of Additional Officers from among the Members of 
the Society. An Additional Officer shall undertake any specific 
function allotted by the Council, including the assisting of an 
Officer of the Society. Such an Additional Officer shall not 
thereby become an Officer of the Society or a Member of the 
Council 

(5) All Offices in the Society (including Additional Offices) shall be 
honorary appointments but an Officer or other Member of the 
Society shall be entitled to reimbursement of all expenses 
reasonably and legitimately incurred on behalf of the Society 

(6) The President of the Society shall be elected for a term of three 
calendar years beginning on the first day of January following 
election. A new President shall be elected at the Annual General 
meeting in the third year of each presidency. A retiring 
President shall not be eligible for re-election until another 
person shall have served as President 

(7) All Officers of the Society (other than the President and Vice-
Presidents) shall be elected for one calendar year, beginning on 
the first day of January following the Annual General Meeting at 
which they were elected. They shall be eligible for re-election 
for the following year at the next Annual General meeting 
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(8) An Officer of the Society may, notwithstanding Paragraphs (6) 
and (7) of this Article resign from the office held at any time 
upon giving notice in writing to the General Secretary or to the 
Chair or if both of these Offices shall be vacant to any two other 
Members of the Council. An Officer of the Society so retiring 
shall be eligible for co-option or re-election to Membership of 
the Council 

(9) The Council shall have power to appoint any Member of the 
Society to fill any vacancy among the Officers of the Society 
including the President caused by the resignation or incapacity 
of an Officer of the Society or otherwise. An Officer of the 
Society so appointed shall hold office until a Special General 
Meeting called for the purpose of electing a person to the office 
so rendered vacant or failing that until the end of that calendar 
year 

(10) If for unavoidable and bona fide reasons an election of an 
Officer or Officers of the Society shall not take place before the 
end of the year, the existing Officer or Officers of the Society 
shall temporarily continue in office after the end of the year and 
until a new Officer or Officers shall have been elected, provided 
always that arrangements shall be made to call a General 
Meeting for the election of Officers as early as possible in the 
New Year and an election of officers proceeded without delay 

(11) A Member of the Society shall not be eligible to become an 
Officer of the Society (other than as an Additional Officer) until 
attaining the age of 18 years 

(12) Only two of the persons making up a unit of Family Membership 
shall be entitled to be elected as Officers of the Society, 
provided that the number of the persons making up the Family 
Member who shall be elected as ordinary Members of the 
Council and as Officers of the Society shall not together exceed 
two persons. Subject to this, each of the persons within a unit 
of Family Membership shall be entitled to be appointed as an 
Additional Officer 

(13) (a) Before being elected, all nominees for appointment as 
Officers of the Society or as Members of the Council shall be 
informed that if elected they will also become General Trustees 
of the Society. All nominees shall be asked whether they know 
any reason why they may be disqualified from being elected. If 
a nominee is disqualified then that person may not be elected 
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and the election of that person as an Officer of the Society or as 
a Member of the Council shall not proceed 
(b) If at any time it shall come to the notice of the Council that 
any Officer of the Society or Member of the Council is 
disqualified from acting as a Trustee of the Society, then the 
Council shall forthwith declare the appointment to be 
terminated by virtue of the disqualification and the position shall 
be declared to be vacant 
(c) A Member whose Office or Membership of the Council has 
been terminated under the previous sub-paragraph shall have a 
right of appeal to the President of the Society. 
(d) Pending the holding of a General Meeting of the Society, the 
Council shall have power in accordance with Article 8 (14) to 
appoint another Member of the Society to be an Officer or 
Member of the Council in place of the disqualified person  

(14) When an Additional Officer has been appointed to perform a 
significant and continuing function on behalf of the Society, the 
Council may from time to time request that Additional Officer to 
attend meetings of the Council and also to provide the Council 
with annual reports and other information about the office. 
When attending a meeting of the Council an Additional Officer 
may be invited to speak thereat, but shall not thereby become a 
Member of the Council and shall not be entitled to vote on any 
matter. If an additional Officer is unable to attend a meeting of 
the Council as requested, the General Secretary or any other 
Member of the Council may be invited to present the Additional 
Officer’s report 

8. The Council of the Society 
(1) The Council of the Society shall consist of the Officers of the 

Society and not more than five ordinary Members appointed by 
an Annual or Special General Meeting of the Society together 
with such co-opted Members of the Council as shall be 
appointed by the Council under paragraph 3 of this Article and 
this Council shall direct the activities of the Society.  Vice-
Presidents, Additional Officers and Special Trustees are not 
members of the Council and shall not in these respective 
capacities be General Trustees of the Society 

(2) Nominations for elected Membership of the Council shall be 
made verbally at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special 
General Meeting called for the purpose of appointing a Member 
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or Members of the Council. If the nominations shall exceed the 
number of vacancies, then a ballot (by show of hands or 
otherwise as may be determined by the Members of the Society 
then present, or in the case of disagreement to be held as 
determined by the Member presiding at the Meeting) shall be 
held at such General Meeting 

(3) The Council shall have the power to co-opt not more than four 
Members of the Society to serve as Members of the Council in 
addition to the Officers of the Society and the five elected 
Members of the Council. Co-opted Members of the Council shall 
have equal rights with other Members of the Council 

(4) Only two of the Members making up a unit of Family 
Membership shall be entitled to be elected as ordinary Members 
of the Council Provided that the number of the persons making 
up the Family Member who shall be elected as Officers of the 
Society and as ordinary Members of the Council shall not 
together exceed two persons. 

(5) A Member of the Society shall not be eligible to become a 
Member of the Council until attaining the age of 18 years 

(6) The elected Members of the Council shall hold office for one 
calendar year from the first day of January following the Annual 
General Meeting or other General Meeting at which they were 
elected and the Members of the Council co-opted under 
paragraph (3) of this Article shall hold office until the end of the 
calendar year for which they were co-opted. At the Annual 
General Meeting held during that year, both elected and co-
opted Members of the Council shall be eligible for re-election for 
the following year. 

(7) If for unavoidable and bona fide reasons an election of Members 
of the Council shall not take place before the end of the year, 
then the existing elected Members of the Council shall 
temporarily continue in office after the end of the year and until 
new Members of the Council shall have been elected Provided 
that arrangements shall be made to call a General Meeting for 
the election of Members of the Council as early as possible in 
the new year and an election of new Members of the Council 
proceeded with without delay.  

(8) A Vice-President of the Society may be invited to attend and 
speak at the Meetings of the Council but shall not in the 
capacity of Vice-President be entitled to vote on any matter 
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(9) Additional Officers may be invited to attend the Meetings of the 
Council in an advisory capacity but shall not in their capacity as 
Additional Officers be entitled to vote on any matter 

(10)  (a) Instead of meeting in person, the Council may transact its 
business by post or by e-mail or by any other means as it shall 
think fit 
 (b) If the Council shall intend to reach a decision on any matter 
by e-mail, then every member of the Council shall be notified of 
the proposed resolution whether by e-mail or by telephone and 
shall be given an opportunity to vote 
 (c) In the event of a decision on any matter by e-mail, any 
member without access to e-mail shall be notified of the 
resolution by telephone and may vote by notifying the General 
Secretary by telephone 
(d) Any resolution made by any means by the Council when not 
meeting in person shall be either ratified or rescinded when the 
Council shall next meet in person 

(11) Five Members of the Council shall constitute a quorum of the 
Council and a Resolution of the Council shall require at least five 
members of the Council to vote thereon whether present at a 
meeting of the Council in person or voting by post or by e-mail 

(12) Subject to the over-riding authority of the Society in General 
Meeting the Council shall have power to make provision for any 
matter not provided for in this Constitution or in any Rules 
made under Article 18, including power to delegate any matter, 
provided that all such provisions shall be in accordance with the 
Objects of the Society and the other terms of this Constitution 
and nothing shall be done that might prejudice the charitable 
status of the Society 

(13) A Member of the Council may notwithstanding Paragraphs (6), 
(7) and (14) of this Article resign from the Council at any time 
upon giving notice in writing to the General Secretary or to the 
Chair or if both of these offices shall be vacant to two other 
Members of the Council  

(14) The Council shall have power to appoint any Member of the 
Society to fill a vacancy among the Members of the Council 
caused by the resignation, or incapacity of an existing Member 
of the Council, or caused by the appointment of a Member of 
the Council to be an Officer of the Society, or for any other 
reason. A Member of the Council so appointed shall hold office 
until a Special General Meeting called for the purpose of 
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appointing a person to the vacancy in the Council so caused or 
failing that until the end of the current year 

9. The Independent Examiner 
The Society shall at its annual general meeting appoint an 
Independent Examiner to examine the accounts of the Society for the 
Society’s current financial year. The Independent Examiner shall also 
verify the Society’s material assets. The Independent Examiner shall 
not be a Member of the Council and need not but may be a Member 
of the Society and shall be eligible for election each successive year. 
In the event of the Office of Independent Examiner falling vacant 
after the Annual General Meeting or if no Independent Examiner shall 
be appointed at the Annual General Meeting then the Council shall 
appoint an Independent Examiner. A professional Examiner shall be 
entitled to be paid the normal fees for the service.  

If the Independent Examiner shall be a Member of the Society Article 
2 (5) shall apply to the remuneration    

10. The President 
The President is the formal head of the Society. The president shall 
preside at General meetings of the Society and shall represent the 
Society at meetings with the public and other bodies and on all formal 
occasions. The President may delegate any presidential function 
(other than under Articles 4(5) and 7(13)(c)) to a Vice-President or to 
the Chair or to any other Member of the Society approved by the 
Chair or the Council, provided that Article 6(11) shall apply in respect 
of presiding at a General Meeting by the President or a nominated 
deputy 

11. The Chair 
The Chair is the executive head of the Society and shall preside at all 
meetings of the Council of the Society. The Chair shall be responsible 
for co-ordinating the work of the Council and of the other Officers of 
the Society. In the absence of the President or at the President’s 
request the Chair shall represent the Society on formal occasions and 
may preside at a General Meeting of the Society under the provisions 
of Article 6(11) 
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12. The General Secretary 
The General Secretary shall send out notices of Annual and Special 
General Meetings of the Society in accordance with the provisions of 
this Constitution and shall keep full minutes of the General Meetings 
of the Society. The General Secretary shall call Meetings of the 
Council and shall keep a full record of its transactions whether 
meeting personally or transacting its business by post or by e-mail or 
by telephone. The General Secretary shall preserve a full record of 
the activities of the Society co-operating in this respect with the 
Librarian. 

13. The Membership Secretary 
Before the beginning of each year the Membership Secretary shall 
send to every Member a notice that that Member’s Subscription is 
due. The Membership Secretary shall send out reminders when 
Subscriptions are over-due. The Membership Secretary shall account 
to the Treasurer for all Subscriptions received. The Membership 
Secretary shall maintain an accurate register of the Members of the 
Society and shall inform the Council of Subscriptions which are in 
arrears. The Membership Secretary shall regularly provide the 
General Secretary, Treasurer and Editor with current lists of Members 
of the Society. 

14. The Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall manage the finances of the Society under the 
direction of the Council. The Treasurer shall co-operate with the other 
Officers in the financial administration of their Offices. Each year the 
Treasurer shall prepare the Accounts of the Society from 1st January 
to 31st December and after arranging for the examination of the 
Society's Accounts by the Independent Examiner, shall present the 
Accounts to the Council before their circulation among the Members 
of the Society at least 14 days before the date of the Annual General 
Meeting. The Treasurer shall prepare a Budget each year for the 
guidance of the Council and shall keep under regular and frequent 
review the Society's income, expenditure, assets and liabilities 

15. Library and archives 
(1) The objectives of the Society's Library and Archives shall be: 



  28 

(a) To maintain a collection of original Origami designs and 
written theses, articles and books by Members of the 
Society 

(b) To maintain a collection of especially significant Origami 
designs by paper-folders from abroad and from other 
sources apart from Members of the Society 

(c)   To keep an efficient index of Origami designs in the 
Society's collection 

(d) To preserve a complete collection of the periodicals and 
other publications of the Society and maintain an index of 
items included therein 

(e) To maintain a collection of books, papers, news cuttings 
and correspondence relating to the Society, and to Origami 
generally with particular reference to Origami in the United 
Kingdom. 

(f)     To maintain a collection of Origami models of outstanding 
design and execution 

(g) To provide information from the collections to Members of 
the Society and other enquirers approved by the Chair or 
General Secretary or any two other Members of the Council 
acting together 

 
(2) Rules made under Article 18 shall provide for the operation of the 

Library including the terms of borrowing, provisions for 
observance of copyright, access to the Library, provision of 
information to non-members and payment of fees and expenses. 
Rules may stipulate the conditions on which a model or other 
work shall be admitted to the Society's collections, including 
provision for a selection committee 

16. The Sidney French Medal 
(1) There shall be an award of distinction which shall be known as 

"The Sidney French Medal" 

(2) The Sidney French Medal shall be awarded in recognition of 
distinguished service rendered either to The Society or for the 
benefit of Origami 

(3) The Sidney French Medal may be awarded both to Members of the 
Society and to other persons 
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(4) The decision to award The Sidney French Medal shall be made by 
the Council acting on behalf of the Society 

(5) Each recipient of the Sidney French Medal shall be invited to 
attend a General Meeting of the Society at which the award shall 
be presented 

(6) Provided that each award shall be made for meritorious reasons 
there shall be no limit to the number of awards of The Sidney 
French Medal which may be made either generally or in any one 
year 

17. Copyright 
(1) The Society and its Members shall respect all copyrights, 

registered trademarks and registered designs in all models, 
designs, diagrams, photographs, books, and writings and shall 
observe the laws of copyright, registered trademarks, registered 
designs and patents and all other provisions relating to intellectual 
property which are applicable in all the separate countries 
throughout the World 

(2) This Article shall apply to all models, designs, diagrams, 
photographs, books and writings whether existing in writing or 
print on paper or any other hard copy or existing in electronic 
form, photocopy or microfiche in libraries, public or private 
archives or on the Internet or on recorded discs or tapes of any 
kind or in any other kind of electronic record and whether made 
commercially or otherwise publicly or made privately 

(3) Before reproducing any model, drawing, photograph or text 
contained in any publication, a Member of the Society shall obtain 
the consent of the copyright owner before publication 

(4) As a matter of courtesy, whether or not required to do so by law, 
the Society and its members shall give proper acknowledgement 
to the original author of any model, design or diagram 
demonstrated or reproduced in any manner 

18. Rules 
The Council may as it shall think fit (and shall if so instructed by the 
Society at a General Meeting) make Rules regulating any aspect of 
the activities of the Society subject to the provisions of this 
Constitution. Any Rules made by the Council under this article shall 
be circulated to all Members of the Society as soon as practicable and 
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shall be subject to variation or revocation on a motion made at a 
General Meeting of the Society. All such Rules shall be in accordance 
with the Objects of the Society and the other terms of this 
Constitution and no Rule shall be made that might prejudice the 
charitable status of the Society 

19. Trustees 
(1) The General Trustees of the Society are all of the Officers of the 

Society and the Members of the Council, who together make up 
the Council, which is the governing body of the Society. The 
General Trustees are jointly and severally responsible for 
administering the Society and holding its general assets in 
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and in 
accordance with the principles of law and equity. As General 
Trustees of the Society, the Officers and Members of the Council 
are responsible for reporting on the Society to the Charity 
Commissioners and for observing any directions given by them  

(2) Trustees for Specific Purposes: The Council of the Society shall 
nominate at least four Trustees who shall hold any property of the 
Society requiring to be formally vested (such as buildings and 
copyrights). The Council shall have power by resolution to 
nominate new Trustees when required and to remove existing 
Trustees. All trust deeds shall provide that new Trustees shall be 
appointed by the existing Trustees after nomination by the 
Council and that the Council may by resolution remove Trustees. 
Evidence of the removal of a Trustee shall be given by a deed by 
the remaining Trustees or in the absence of a deed by a copy of 
the Resolution of the Council certified by the Chair and the 
General Secretary 

(1) Trustees for Winding Up.  In the event of the winding up of the 
Society, Trustees for this purpose may be appointed under 
Article 24 (3) (a) of this Constitution  

20. The administrative and financial year  
The administrative and financial year of the Society in respect of 
which the Officers of the Society and the Members of the Council shall 
hold office and for which accounts and budgets shall be prepared 
shall be the calendar year from 1st January to 31st December  
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21. Investment 
(1) All moneys at any time belonging to the Society and not required 

for immediate application for the Society's objects shall be 
invested by the Treasurer upon such investments and securities 
(other than real or leasehold property) as the Council shall think 
fit after taking adequate financial advice 

 (2) The Council shall have power to open current or deposit bank 
accounts and to make arrangements in respect thereof provided 
that such arrangements shall provide that cheques drawn upon a 
current bank account shall require the signature of at least two 
Members of the Council 

22. Land and buildings  
In the event of the Society acquiring any real or leasehold property, 
land or buildings, such property shall be vested in Trustees for the 
benefit of the Society in accordance with a Trust Deed approved by 
the Council after taking legal advice 

23. Amendments to the Constitution 
The Society's Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority 
of Members of the Society present and voting at an Annual or Special 
General Meeting or voting thereat by proxy, provided that 14 days’ 
notice of the proposed amendment shall have been sent to all 
Members of the Society and provided that no amendment shall be 
made to this Constitution and in particular to Article 2(1) Article 23 or 
Article 24 which shall cause the Society to cease to be charitable at 
law 

24. Winding up 
(1) The Society shall be wound up upon the decision of a two-thirds 

majority of Members present and voting at an Annual or Special 
General Meeting or voting by proxy provided that 14 days’ notice 
of the proposal to wind up shall have been sent to all Members of 
the Society 

(2) If it shall become apparent that the Society has ceased to function 
effectively then such Members of the Council or other Members of 
the Society as shall be in communication with each other shall 
take reasonable steps to trace the Officers of the Society and 
other Members of the Council and of the Society. Having done so 
the Members of the Council (whether or not they shall constitute a 
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quorum of the Council) or other Members of the Society may 
(either meeting in person or reaching a decision by postal vote) 
resolve that the Society shall be wound up in accordance with this 
paragraph of this Article. After the passing of such a resolution 
the Members of the Council or other Members of the Society shall 
call a General Meeting of the Society giving at least 28 days’ 
notice of the proposal to wind up the Society under this paragraph 
and setting out the resolution of the Members of the Council (or 
other Members of the Society) giving their names and also a full 
explanation of the circumstances. Such notice shall be sent to all 
known Members of the Society at their last known addresses. At 
the General Meeting called in accordance with this paragraph no 
quorum of Members shall be required and a resolution to wind up 
the Society may be passed by a simple majority of Members 
present and voting or voting by proxy 

(3) Any decision to wind up the Society shall (if the circumstances so 
warrant) include provision for the following matters: 

a) The appointment of not less than two or more than four 
Trustees (who need not have previously been appointed as 
trustees for any other purpose) to collect any moneys which may 
be or may become due to the Society and to discharge any 
outstanding liabilities of the Society 

b) The application of the Society's surplus funds to such other 
purposes as shall be decided by the Trustees so appointed 
provided that such purposes shall be exclusively charitable and so 
far as possible consistent with the objects of the Society 

(4) Upon any winding up every effort shall be made by the Members 
of the Society and the Trustees to secure the deposit of the 
Society's records, collections and archives in some permanent 
library or literary or artistic institution willing to preserve them for 
future research with reasonable access thereto by the general 
public 

25. Notices  
All notices required to be given under this Constitution shall be sent 
to every Member at that Member’s last-known known address, but 
inadvertent omission to send to any Member or Members notice of a 
Meeting or of any resolution proposed to be passed at a Meeting or 
any other document or documents (including accounts) shall not 
invalidate any Meeting or the proceedings of any Meeting 
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Dates of this Constitution 
The date of the adoption of this Constitution and its subsequent 
amendments. The Constitution in its original form was adopted at the 
Inaugural Meeting of The British Origami Society held at The Russell Hotel 
London WC1 on Saturday, 28th October 1967. Subsequent amendments were 
made: 
 
(1) At the Sixth Annual General Meeting of the Society held at the Vienna 

Cafe Berkeley Arcade off Baker Street London NW1 on Saturday, 3rd 
June 1972 

(2) At the Tenth Annual General Meeting of the Society held at Norwich 
House in the University of Sussex at Brighton on Saturday, I0th April 
1976 

(3) At the Eleventh Annual General Meeting of the Society held at Churchill 
College in the University of Cambridge on Saturday, 26th March 1977 

(4) At the Nineteenth Annual General Meeting of the Society held at Keble 
College in the University of Oxford on Saturday, 20th April 1985 

(5) At a Special General Meeting of the Society held at The Cobden Hotel in 
the City of Birmingham on 12th October 1985 

(6) At the Twenty-first Annual General Meeting of the Society held at the 
Methodist Church Hall Lambeth Road London SE1 on Saturday 11th 
April 1987  

(7) At the Twenty-third Annual General Meeting of the Society held at 
Wyddrington Hall in the University of Birmingham on Saturday, 15th 
April 1989 

(8) At a Special General Meeting of the Society held at The Beeches 
Management Centre, Bournville, Birmingham on Saturday 5th October 
1991 

(9) At a Special General Meeting of the Society held at The University of 
Westminster, Marylebone Road, London on Saturday 12th September 
1992 

(10) At the Twenty-seventh Annual General Meeting of the Society held at 
The Beeches Management Centre, Bournville, Birmingham on Saturday 
3rd April 1993 

(11) At the Twenty-ninth Annual General meeting of the Society held at the 
Beeches Management Centre, Bournville, Birmingham on Saturday, 8th 
April 1995 

(12) At the Thirty-third Annual General meeting of the Society held at the 
College of Ripon and York St. John at York on 17th April 1999 

(13) At a Special General Meeting of the Society held at Churchill Hall in the 
University of Bristol on 19th September 1999 

(14) At the Forty-fourth Annual General Meeting of the Society held at York 
St. John University on Saturday, 11th September 2010 
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BOS Council contacts 
 
Chair chair@britishorigami.info 
General Secretary  secretary@britishorigami.info 
Treasurer treasurer@britishorigami.info 
Librarian  library@britishorigami.info 
Magazine Editor  editor@britishorigami.info 
Membership Secretary  membership@britishorigami.info 
Public Relations Officer  publicity@britishorigami.info 
Publications Officer  publications@britishorigami.info 
Supplies Secretary supplies@britishorigami.info 

 

If you wish to raise a matter with the council, or have an interest in 
volunteering for the Society, please contact the chair or secretary. 
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