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Cover : Creator & photographer : Nguyễn Hùng Cường - 
folded from one uncut square of Vietnamese handmade 
paper. Thanks to all contributors over the past few years 
and especially to my ever-vigilant proofreader Ray.

Please Contribute! 
From the next issue, I will be stepping down to allow 
Dennis Walker the honour of being editor (again). My 
sincere thanks to Ray and all the 
others who contribute regularly. 
I hope you will all give him 
the fullest support, the job is 
made so much easier by people 
contributing. Don’t be shy, share 
your models? It would be great 
to have a new British design in 
every issue.

In brief
We are always looking for more diagrams, articles, 
reviews, mini-meeting summaries, gossip, cartoons, 
puzzles and anything else origami-related. Submissions 
are appreciated but may be edited for length and/or 
clarity. Sadly, not all submissions may be used.
Please send news items to news@britishorigami.info and 
all other items to editor@britishorigami.info 
The electronic version is available for download to 
members shortly after the printed version is mailed. 



1



2

From the Chair
As 2017 draws to a close, it’s worth reflecting on the past year, and looking forward to 2018 
& beyond. For the BOS, 2017 has been largely focussed around the Society’s 50th anniversary 
celebratory weekend in Stratford of course, and October’s magazine had extensive coverage 
of that wonderful weekend.  A lot of the BOS Council members’ efforts and time during the 
year went into the preparations for, and the weekend itself, plus a sum from the BOS’s funds 
to help keep the event as affordable as possible for as many people, while ensuring that we 
provided a quality event fitting the occasion. From the feedback received, I feel we managed 
the majority of things very, very well, but there is always room for improvement, so if you have 
any further feedback, please contact me or any other Council member.

As well as the Stratford convention, we held our Spring Convention back in Bradford, and that 
again proved to be a friendly and enjoyable weekend’s folding. Thanks to all involved with 
putting that together. During the year, we also said goodbye to some fine folding friends 
- including Tom Gillies, Jeff Beynon, Peter Borcherds & Loes Schakel. You will all be sorely 
missed, and there were some heartening tributes and memories in these pages over the year. 
Looking forward to 2018, we have 2 more exciting conventions coming up:

Spring 2018 – Colchester Firstsite 6-8th April 2018. A booking form is included with this 
magazine. The venue “Firstsite” is a state of the art gallery and exhibition space in the centre 
of town. There is no accommodation at Firstsite but there are plenty of hotels in the area. The 
booking form lists a few nearby hotels and B&Bs, but others can be found on line. Firstsite 
are the owners of 15 Queen St, just up the road, where the BOS library and archive is housed 
– hence our connection. You will have the chance to visit the library over the convention 
weekend and look at the amazing array of books, magazines and many other unique historic 
origami items held in the library and see for yourself what a valuable resource it is. The 
public will have access to our exhibition and we will also hold an open session on Saturday 
afternoon, separate from the convention rooms, so members of the public can come and 
learn some origami. Volunteer teachers needed! Special guests will be Joan Sallas (an expert 
on hats and napkins) and Xiaoxian Huang, a gifted creator. It’s going to be great, so book early!

Autumn 2018: 7OSME – Origami in Science, Maths & Education – Wed 5th-7th September 
2018, immediately followed by, and in conjunction with, the BOS convention Sat 8th – 
Sun 9th September 2018. Both events held at St Anne’s College, Oxford. More details on 
the 7OSME web-site http://osme.info/7osme The meeting is one of the most important 
gatherings of the origami community around the world. Held approximately every four 
years, they have been highly successful; the community has grown exponentially, which 
is demonstrated by the fact that over 300 participants attended the 6OSME in Tokyo. The 
meeting proceedings have become the definitive guide for advanced origami research. 

2018 Council meetings: BOS Council meetings take place 4 times a year, currently in 
Birmingham. During these meetings, we discuss & plan the Society’s conventions, activities 
and functions. A lot of other work is done privately and discussions by email, phone etc... If 
you have any issues that you would like to raise or discussed by the Council, please contact 
me or any other Council member. 2018 dates are: 17th/18th Feb (planning weekend), 12th 
May, 4th August & 10th November.
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“The future of the BOS” planning weekend 17th/18th Feb 2018: The BOS has reached 
a landmark 50 years, and the Council decided that an extended 2 day “planning weekend” 
was required. Various topics such as the library archive, supplies, donations, BOS web-site, 
PR, membership etc. may be included on the agenda. If you have any particular views or 
suggestions on the future direction of the BOS – on the above topics or others - please 
contact me. It’s your Society, so we need to hear your views! 

BOS Trustees Report & Accounts for 2016: The final signed accounts & Trustees Report 
are now available on the Charities Commission web-site at www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/charity-commission for public viewing. Click on “Find a Charity” and enter our 
charity number 293039.

Gift Aid: Penny Groom says: 

“Many of you have signed up to Gift Aid so that the BOS can claim tax back on your 
membership fee and donations at no cost to you, as long as you have paid an equal amount 
in UK income tax that year. If you signed the form and you no longer pay UK income tax 
please let me know so that I can take you off the list. Otherwise you stay on the Gift Aid list 
indefinitely. If you have signed the form and there are any years in the last four years that you 
have not paid UK income tax please let me know that too. We can claim the last four years 
and will leave you off for any time you have not paid UK income tax. If  you’ve not signed the 
form yet and want to, just send me an email and I’ll let you have the Gift Aid form. If you need 
to contact me, please send me an email me on penny.groom@btinternet.com or phone me on 
07949 369626 (leave a message if there is no reply and I’ll call you back)”.

Hellos & goodbyes: The Council year running from 1st January – 31st December, with 
handover between now and year end. We say “Goodbye and thank you” to: Max Hulme 
whose 3-year stint as President comes to an end, with Dave Brill taking over as the new 
President for the next 3 years; Penny is leaving her post of Membership Secretary (see page 
22), Phil Swinbank also steps down as Supplies Officer, Nick Robinson as Magazine Editor, 
Matt Humberstone as Conventions Officer and Dave Venables and Rikki Donachie as general 
Council officers.  Thanks to you all for your service on the Council. Welcome in turn to Judy 
Hart (Membership Secretary), Nick Griffiths (Supplies Officer), Dennis Walker (Magazine Editor) 
and Loredana Sandu as a general officer. More on Dennis, Penny & Judy elsewhere in this 
magazine.

A reminder that the BOS is run entirely by volunteers, 
and help is always welcome. Many non-Council 
members help out behind the scenes in some 
way e.g. sourcing models or proof-reading for the 
magazine, putting together Model Collections, 
helping with conventions etc... If you feel you are able 
to help out in any way, or you would like to stand 
for a Council post in the future, again please contact 
me at chair@britishorigami.info or any of the Council 
members – see contact details on the back page.

Tony O’Hare 
BOS Chair
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Your New/Old Editor
As of 2018 I will be the new editor of the magazine! As you 
may have gathered from the title, I was editor previously 
(2010/2012). I also intend it to be an interim post, so if you 
are looking to become the editor yourself in the near future, 
please let the Council know.  

I thought that it might be a good time to let you know 
what my thoughts are with respect to the magazine.  Firstly 
and foremostly, it is your magazine. If there are things you 
like, let me know; if there are things that you don’t like, let 
me know! I obviously cannot promise to do everything, but 
I will do what I can! I can also only use what I am told about! 

For me the magazine has been a connection point to the 
rest of the British Origami Society, so please, please interact 
with the magazine. Send me any reviews of books you 
have found, old or new. Reviews of older books from a 
new perspective are always valuable. And we really are 
interested in knowing what fun folds you discovered at the 
mini-meeting, so write and tell us. 

I’d love to do a little section about “Recent Discoveries!” 
where people share a model they folded recently, old or 
new, that was fun to fold and say where to find diagrams :-)  

And, of course, diagrams! No origami magazine should 
be without diagrams. So get your thinking caps on 
(actually, how about a design for an origami ‘thinking 
cap’?) get creating, and send your diagrams (and any 

other contributions!) 
to me, editor@
britishorigami.info or to 
my diagram assistant 
Lee Armstrong lee.
armstrong1000@
googlemail.com  
Obviously the usual 
news, articles, letters 
and fun will still be in 
evidence.

Thanks, and see you 
next year! 

Dennis Walker
You can trust this man - Nick
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On the 100th Anniversary of his Birth

How fitting is that Gershon Legman’s 
birthday falls during the World Origami 
Days. But 2017 is even more special because 
it is the year of his 100th anniversary. 

Born on November 2nd, 1917 in Scranton 
(PA), he was not an accomplished 
paperfolder himself, but nevertheless he 
helped shape the origami movement of the 
20th century in a way that the current state 
of the artwork would not be the same if it 
had not been for him.

Legman was the first person in the Western 
World to become interested, back in 1952, 
in the work of Akira Yoshizawa, then a 
young origami artist in Japan. Together 
with Ligia Montoya from Argentina they 
began studying his technique via fruitful 
correspondence. 

Legman was not a wealthy person but 
managed to act like a true patron, sending 
Yoshizawa small remittances and arranging 
for him his first solo exhibition in the 
Western World for which he produced 
around 130 stunning models, which were 
exhibited at the Stedelijk Museum in 
Amsterdam, in 1955. 

He seemed to have a special instinct for 
detecting origami artists, even if the very 
person had never seriously thought about 
their own abilities before. In this way, he 
sparked the interest in paperfolding into 
several young artists, such as Ligia Montoya, 
George Rhoads and Neal Elias, who soon 
were to become part of the nuts and bolts 
of the origami machinery worldwide. At 
the same time, his interest in the history of 
paperfolding led him to compile the first 
bibliography of paperfolding that listed 

hundreds of books published mainly in the 
Western World. 

Later, Legman forged close ties with Lillian 
Oppenheimer, founder of the Origami 
Center (later OrigamiUSA), helping her 
produce the first exhibition of paperfolding 
in America (Cooper Union, 1959). 

His relationship with Brisith paperfolders 
predates the formation of the British 
Origami Society and continued over the 
years. 

During his active years in the 50s and 60s, 
Legman was always at the center of the 
origami community, exchanging letters 
and advice to all corners of the world. We 
pay tribute to Gershon Legman’s legacy by 
learning more about the art and history of 
paperfolding, a practice that has the power 
to unify people wherever they are. 

Laura Rozenberg

Caption: Gershon Legman, then 38, teaching paperfolding  
during the Akira Yoshizawa Exhibition at the Stedelijk Museum 
in Amsterdam (1955) (From the archives of Gershon Legman). 

Remembering Gershon Legman
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Qiu Sang made a giant version of Ryujin designed by Satoshi Kamiya, with the help of Qinggen Tao.
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For several years I have been attending 
conferences on Folding Didactics both in 
Freiburg, Germany and Badalona in Catalonia. 
Whilst the former has been running for 
over 10 years and the team have ironed out 
many of the organisational problems, the 
Catalan conference is just three years on 
and is still facing a variety of issues. One has 
been location, each year has seen a different 
locations within Badalona (half an hour up 
the coast from Barcelona), but the Escola 
Jungfrau now looks to be the regular venue.

This year, as you will be aware, the team, 
led by Joan Sallas, has faced a very different 
problem! Without getting into details of the 
politics, the fiercely independent Catalan 
people have been fighting for independence. 
I confess to ignorance about the situation 
until a few years ago, but it does merit some 
research if, as I did, you think Catalonia is 
simply a district of Spain. You can read a 
summary here http://tinyurl.com/y8muhs8m

The conference (thankfully) proceeded 
largely as planned, although a majority of the 
local attendees left on Saturday evening for 
a rally in Barcelona, where attendance varied 
between 300,000 and 1,000,000 depending 
on whose report you read. So, let’s get to the 
origami.

The idea behind Folding Didactics is to study 
the various strands of paper-folding in an 
academic environment. “Paper folding” is 
preferred to “origami” as the latter is felt to 
place too much emphasis on the Japanese 
influence, down-playing the development of 
folding in the West. Themes include history, 
diagramming, teaching, art, science, therapy 
and much more. Whilst there is plenty of 
folding taking place, it is always within the 
context of an academic subject. 

The event is organised by Joan Sallas with 
the help of his wife Xiǎoxián Huáng and his 
team, including Joan Giralt, Coral Roma and 
many others. The venue was a typical junior 
school with classrooms arranged around a 
central area. I went in earlier to help Joan 
with an origami-themed play enacted by 
the children (I had the role of “God” - oh the 
irony!). This was performed at the opening 
ceremony on Friday. The children were 
delightful and the staff were fully committed 
to the aims of the event. Where better to 
consider how to teach? Up to 6 different 
classes were on offer at any time and you 
signed an enrolment sheet for each, to 

Didactics in Catalonia

Marieke de Hoop teaching “suminagashi”

The editor with delusions of Godhood
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manage the numbers. Most of the attendees 
were Catalan, but Spanish visitors included 
Juan Gimeno and from France came Eric 
Vigier and Michel Grand. The Burczychs are 
regular visitors from Poland, offering classes, 
Marieke de Hoop from Holland ran some 
classes on suminagashi (marbling), Nele 
Hatoum, Caroline Geller and Anja Drews 
came from Germany. 

Part of the ethos 
behind Didactics 
conferences is 
to make them 
appealing to 
those low on 
funds, so the 
catering was 
basic (although 
filling) and 
a local hotel 
offered cheap, 
student-
type acco-
mmodation. 
Some chose to 
book their own 

more upmarket hotels, but the overall cost 
of the weekend was low compared to my 
origami conventions. With modest support 
from local orgnisations, they also contribute 
towards the costs of every workshop leader.

The results of a class using recycled paper

On the Saturday evening, we strolled to the 
“old town”, where a superb band played 
music for everyone to dance to (yes, even I 
managed a frantic jig!) Freshly made food, 
along with mulled wine was on offer. It’s hard 
to explain the atmosphere, but enjoying 
music in a small square at 11pm in October 
is not something I’m used to in the UK. 
(nor was swimming in the sea!) The Catalan 
people were simply amazing: warm, friendly, 
unpretentious and determined to find a 
peaceful solution to their political struggle.

I ran three workshops during the weekend, 
a primer in basic folding (many of the 
attendees are not recreational folders), a 
study of rep-tiles and how to develop a basic 
bookmark design into many different folding 
possibilities.

When a typical “origamist” comes to a 
didactics conference, some degree of 
adjustment is needed, since the benchmark 
of a successful weekend is not to come 
home with a boxful of models, but a head full 
of fresh ideas.  I urge you to attend a future 
conference, for more information check out 
their website www.foldingdidactics.com

Some photos: http://tinyurl.com/y77aavpd 
and a video http://tinyurl.com/yc3hjjgh

Nick RobinsonThe closing ceremony

Eric Vigier, a hopping frog ;)
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Review: Many Modes of Origami Modular Models 
What do you get for £3.79 these days, a cup of fancy hot chocolate? A bottle of beer? (each 
to their own). Well, you could do worse than invest in a copy of this pdf by Robert Neale, 
344 digital pages of his extrordinary modular origami output. Neale has been a huge 
inspiration to me over the years, his models have life, wit and are often beautifully elegant and 
unexpected solutions. The book is billed thus; "Robert Neale, a pioneer in modular origami, 
has collected and organized his various contributions from the 1960s through the early 2000s. 
Dozens of modules and variations, many never published before." 

Lovingly assembled by Michael Naughton, there are so many great designs it's hard to know 
where to start. One that jumped out was a 5 pointed star design which appears to have 
stolen my model many years before I (and Tomoko Fuse) first thought of it. Another delightful 
model is the “Open Star” shown on the right. Both flat and 3D designs are thoroughly 
explored and comprehensive text accompanies the hand-drawn diagrams.

I would suggest that this is a “must-have” collection with hours of intriguing designs to try out. 
If you’ve worked in this area before, be prepared to accept that Bob may have got there first ;)

The PDF is available for download from  
https://origamiusa.org/catalog/products/many-modes-origami-models-pdf

Nick Robinson
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Printed Burlap sheets

6 inches x 6 inches (approximately 
150mm x 150mm) – 12 sheets £2.00 
from ‘The Works.’

In this occasional series, I will be 
looking at folding materials that are 
unusual in some respect; weather 
or not they are intended for origami 
purposes.

‘The Works’ is a chain of bookshops 
in the UK who are well known for 
selling discounted books from various 
publishers. They also have a craft 
section. In a recent visit I noticed they are 
selling pads of ‘craft paper’ cut into squares. 
Most are printed designs on paper, which is 
generally regarded as too thick for origami, 
however one style is very interesting, and 
they call it ‘Printed Burlap pad.’ The pads are 
manufactured by The Works itself.

Burlap means - a plain-woven, coarse 
fabric of jute, hemp, or the like; gunny or a 
lightweight fabric made in imitation of this.

This pad has various printed patterns but 
the outstanding feature is a heavily textured, 
weave made of individual strips of what 
appears to be fabric, making the sheet very 
thick, although, the burlap texture is backed 

by what appears to be a paper backing – 
hence possibilities for folding? It is not clear 
what material the ‘burlap’ weave is made 
from, but appears to be some form of fabric.

What attracted me to the material was the 
weave like pattern as this will be clearly 
evident in a finished folded model, and 
the thickness of the paper possibly giving 
the model a robust quality. But the critical 
question is, how does if fold?

Not easily, is the simple answer. The paper 
has a springy quality, which resists sharp 
creases. Perhaps a wet folding technique to 
release the ‘glue’ in the paper backing, would 
encourage it to hold the folds?

I experimented with folding 
a crane. The folds needed 
strong creases and with some 
perseverance I managed the 
standard folds. Achieving the 
reverse folds of the tail and neck 
were most difficult with the sheet. 
Following the folds I wetted the 
entire model and used pegs to 
hold the folding in place with 
multiple pegs on the critical tail, 
neck and head.

Non-standard origami paper review
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It took about a day for 
the assembly to dry fully 
and when the pegs were 
removed the burlap 
material did hold in 
place. The finished result 
is appealing, and has a 
‘fabric’ appearance.

In a second experiment 
I coated the backing 
with a thin brushing of 
PVA glue. I used a ratio 
of 1/3rd glue and 2/3rds 
water. The aim of this 
approach was to give 
the inner surface of the 
material a tendency to sick together when 
folded. I started the folding with the material 
still tacky. 

This did have a more successful result. On 
this occasion I folded a model of mine called 
‘bird base dragon’, which follows similar 
folds to the crane in the early stages – and 

therefore presented a similar challenge to 
folding the crane itself but presented a even 
greater challenge as the head of the dragon 
includes two reverse folds. 

Again it was not easy; I wetted the whole 
model generously with water and applied 
pegs as before. Allowing a day to dry, 
revealed a solid model. And it is apparent 
when looking at the head of the dragon 
that the reverse folds are not as sharply 
defined compared to the model when 
folded with thinner paper. However if this 
thicker variation is accepted as a feature - the 
textured result is appealing, with a fabric 
including some fraying, apparent at the 
edges.

Therefore in summary – this is a difficult 
material to fold due to the tendency for the 
burlap material not to hold the creases very 
well. However if you are open to a challenge, 
restrict the subject to simpler models and are 
attracted to the finished textured result, the 
use of wet folding or a coating of PVA can 
provide appealing results.

The diagrams for the dragon are in the book 
‘Origami Ninjas and other paper sorcery’ by 
Paul Hanson – available from Amazon.

Paul Hanson
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In Fécamp, France, 700 pupils (50% of the 
school children) participate in extracurricular 
activities. Thanks to a partnership among 
local associations, teachers and other external 
projects, children can learn a lot about 
basketball, tennis, cooking, pottery, puppet 
workshops, and, of course, origami. 

I settled in the city of Fécamp in September 
2014, at the time that I became a professional 
Origami artist. I was able to integrate the 
extracurricular program into my schedule, 
working with 15 students each evening of 
the week, ranging from six to 11 years old. 

The workshop takes place on the school 
premises, at the end of the school day. 
They are not necessarily attentive when 
they would rather play. Moreover, from 
the moment I have them, complete the 
rigister and go in the classroom, the time 
available is 30 to 40 minutes. This reduces the 
possibilities, knowing that we are restricted in 
time with a group of small children, and that 
in a group of 15 some “turbulence” happily 
animates the group. 

Teaching origami in a methodical way 
by advancing to the rhythm of a model a 

day, including the “folding symbols and 
techniques” and the traditional bases over 
the weeks and bringing the construction of a 
model under these conditions therefore falls 
within the challenge over time. 

At the end of the cycle (duration between 
two vacation periods) students are able to 
reproduce four traditional bases and five 
to 10 different models. In this third year 
I can affirm that the origami during the 
extracurricular activities has had beneficial 
effects: I often tell them that if I can do it, 
they can do it and the students realize that 
the success of their achievement stems 
from their own activity rather than from the 
“teacher”. 

To succeed, students should observe and 
listen carefully to specific instructions and 
then practice them with clarity and precision. 
The pleasure comes from the recreation of 
the model. 

Throughout the sessions I can observe that 
they develop their patience and ability to 
concentrate, I enjoy seeing their pride in 
accomplishing the work and for some a 
strengthening of self-confidence. 

Rediscovering maths 
Transforming a square of 
flat paper into a three-
dimensional figure is a unique 
exercise in geometry in space. 
Origami is also important for 
understanding symmetry; 
in many folds, what is done 
on one side is also made 
on the other side. Folding 
allows them to create and 
manipulate geometric shapes 
such as squares, rectangles 
and triangles, and to solve 
problems such as the division 

Folding in French Schools
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of angles and lines. 

Developing community life and 
cooperation: 
In a mixed age group, folding tends to 
narrow the generational gap. Sometimes the 
youngest are able to teach the older ones. 
Students who are not particularly motivated 
at the beginning, quickly assimilate the 
Origami and help their comrades to progress. 
Thus folding brings students together 
around an activity, where collaboration for 
the gratifying realization of a group project 
takes place. Such truly constructive activities 
reinforce the feelings of know-how and unity 
within the group. 

Cognitive Development 
Learning Origami is an apprenticeship with 
repeated actions. By folding, children use 
their hands to follow steps in sequence, 
producing a visible and pleasant result. 
The steps must be carried out in order for 
the success of the model – they acquire a 
methodology, an important lesson not only 

for mathematics but also for life. In this third 
year of service, I thought to bring them a lot 
but in truth it is they who bring me much 
more. 

When one works every day of the school 
year, it is essential to arrive with a new 
subject each day, and all the more the 
following year, and so on. So I had to renew 
myself strongly while keeping in mind 
that my new models had to be done in 30 
minutes, so I learned to go to the basics – in 
short I suffered a lot (while enjoying it). 

I have always enjoyed seeing some students 
from one year to the next and seeing that 
they have learned the lessons, that some 
have bought books to continue at home, 
and that some have even acquired the 
vision necessary to create their own models. 
I am convinced that practicing origami has 
increased their creativity, their logic and an 
ability to interact with others.

Eric Vigier
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Penny Groom (is in my heart and in my soul)
Our esteemed Membership Secretary is stepping 
down at the end of this year. The BOS owes her 
an immense debt for unfailing cheerfullness and 
diligence over the years. As the key point of contact 
with the Society, she has done a superb job of work. 
She writes: 

After 33 years as Membership Secretary I thought it 
was time for a change. I am happy to say that Judy 
Hart said she would love to do it and she was elected 
at the AGM at Stratford. Judy takes over on January 
1st 2018. She’s going to make a brilliant job of it so 
everyone please support her. Her email address will 
be the one I have used:

membership@britishorigami.info

I have loved being Membership Secretary all these 
years, getting to know members and sorting out any 
problems. I’ve learned a lot about different places in 
the world and discovered countries I knew nothing about, such as Benin (thanks Claude).

I am still here so you can email me to ask anything. I have lots of origami contacts and people 
to refer members to. So please continue to ask me if you think I could help you. My email 
address is: penny.groom@btinternet.com

As well as being Membership Secretary I’ve been taking Convention bookings since 1992. I 
will continue to do the bookings and will now be on the council as Conventions Officer. I am 
pleased that I will still be in touch with lots of you especially at convention time.

Penny Groom

Penny passes tips on to her successor Judy Hart

Penny & Pete on their wedding day

The smile we see at every convention...
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Review: Impossible Folding Puzzles
(and Other Mathematical Paradoxes) by Gianni A. Sarcone and Marie-Jo Waeber

Dover Publications (2013) ISBN 10: 0486493512 112 pages

I came across this folding-related book by accident on Amazon 
and thought it might be of interest to BO readers even though 
it’s not about proper origami. It’s actually a book of mathematical 
and topological puzzles and impossible objects, a number of 
them involving paper that is either cut or folded or both. Some 
are taken from the author’s Archimedes Laboratory website 
(http://www.archimedes-lab.org), which has been around for a 
while, but the book contains plenty that is not on the site. 

There are hypercards, flexagons, Möbius Strips, impossible paper 
braiding exercises, Tangram-type puzzles, dissection puzzles, 
vanishing area puzzles and a variety of other mathematical, 
geometrical and combinatorial problems, as well as a few simple magic tricks and stunts. 

Although it’s not an exhaustive collection and several of the items are fairly familiar there is 
plenty that I had not seen before. Pure origami lovers on the lookout for new models to fold 
may decide to give it a miss, but those who like puzzles and fun things to do with paper are 
bound to find something new and interesting here.

Edwin Corrie
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of a closed laptop. The polypropylene fibre 
paper Fodi is made from resists water and 
stains, and can be wiped clean. There are two 
main positions, giving two different degrees 
of screen elevation. It’s large enough to hold 
an iPhone 7 plus, so will happily cope with 
most modern smartphones.

However, the structure itself is incredibly 
strong, and can hold up to 20 kg, which 
means not only will it also keep your tablet 
upright, it will support your laptop, too.
Fodi was “kickstarted” earlier in the year and 
delivery is expected in October this year.

An Origami Pineapple Pavilion 
In the garden of the Georgian mansion at the 
National Trust’s historic Berrington Hall, an 
art work by a group of artists called “ Studio 
Morison” has been erected, called “Look! 
Look! Look!” It is a pineapple-shaped pavilion 
with geometric angles inspired by folded 

Doves at St. Martin’s
Recently at Saint Martin-in-the-Fields church, 
just off Trafalgar Square, there has been a 
multimedia installation by Michael Pendry 
featuring 2000 origami birds. Light moves 
around the space and over the birds to make 
them seem to be flying, and a sound cloud 
especially composed for the installation, 
plays sounds of cooing and fluttering of 
wings. Visitors to St Martin’s were invited to 
write a message of hope on a piece of white 
paper before folding it into a dove some of 
which would then be added to the flock. 

FODI: The Folding Phone Stand
The Fodi is very thin and light stand for 
your smart phone, but origami-inspired and 
strong enough to hold a laptop in place.

The Fodi is just 1mm thick, and weighs 40 
grams. When unfolded, it’s not much longer 
than a paperback book, so it’s easy to slip into 
a bag or between the screen and keyboard 

Ori-News Collated by Dr Simon Scarle 
news@britishorigami.info
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paper, and was built with the support of Trust 
New Art and the Arts Council England.

Heather and Ivan Morison, the two artists 
behind Studio Morison, spent more than a 
year researching the garden’s history before 
they arrived at the design of this sculpture 
as a way to “bridge historical Georgian life 
with its present use”. The pink colour was 
pulled from a traditionally Georgian palette, 
hues of which are found inside the hall itself. 
Look! Look! Look! is open to the public at 
Berrington Hall until December 2019. Visitors 
can attend a series of events and activities 
inside the shelter.  

Burmese Brollies
Our own Justyna has been on her travels 
again and brought back pictures from the 
east.  “Not really origami but paper folded 
and glued together. I saw it in many places 
in Myanmar (Burma) and I watched ladies 
making it. White or shiny tiny parasols placed 
in the temples or small altars, shrines.”

Origamied Bills in a Zoetrope
This odd little animated zoetrope sculpture 
made from folded electricity bills, was part of 
an exhibition entitled “Electricity - The Spark 
of Life”, recently shown at the Wellcome 
Collection in London.

EPIC Origami
Epic Origami is an art exhibiting going on 
from July through to September 2017, at of 
all places Denver International Airport.

“The exhibit highlights the precision and 
technical skill of several “Epic Origami” artists 
who fold miniature to life-sized sculptures 
in a variety of mediums ranging from paper, 
aluminium, copper and canvas.”

Pictures from the exhibition can be seen 
here: http://tinyurl.com/yc9rlcyt

NASA folding Radiation Shield Challenge
NASA is teaming up with crowdsourcing site 
Freelancer to find origami experts that can 
help it come up with a design for radiation 
shielding to protect future spacecraft from 
dangerous galactic cosmic rays (GCRs).
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“GCRs permeate interplanetary space and 
include particles with high ionising energy,” 
the NASA website explained.

“Shielding against GCRs is much more 
difficult than shielding against terrestrial 
radiation because a greater mass of shielding 
material is required and GCRs can penetrate 
shielding material.”

Now, NASA thinks one way of amassing a 
sufficiently great volume of such shielding 
could be by leaning on origami techniques 
to allow such structures to collapse and 
conceal their structure.

The crowdsourcing campaign kicked off on 
Freelancer on July 26, with NASA seeking 
origami-inspired ideas for how to develop a 
3D folding concept for radiation shielding, 
which would be used to cover the human 
habitation sections of future spacecraft 
during deep space voyages and even in off-
world habitation.

More detail about the challenge can be 
found here: http://bit.ly/NASA_ori_Challange 

Dino meets Origami
Disaster Designs have released an origami 
meets dinosaur range of fancy goods. These 
included bags, egg cups, lights and mugs, 
all of which are made to look like an origami 
dinosaur or are covered in designs of them.

Box Pleated Clothes Grow with your Kids 
All parents will agree, that kids grow up fast, 
and grow out of their clothes even faster. A 
London-based designer wants to change 
that with a range of clothes for kids that 
grows as they do.

Called Petit Pli - French 
for ‘little pleat’ - the 
garments are pleated 
to let them expand in 
multiple directions but 
also contract back to 
their original size.

“It’s designed for 
continuous fit 
adjustment, so it’ll never 
be a little bit too short 
or a little bit too long,” 
designer Ryan Mario 
Yasin, who graduated from the Royal College 
of Art in London, told Reuters. “It’s always 
changing its shape and morphing with 
the child even in motion. So as the child is 
running around the pleats are deforming in 
both directions either folding together or 
expanding, and moving in synchrony with 
the child.”

More info can be found at Petit Pli’s website: 
http://petitpli.com/ 

Additionally, they have won the UK’s annual 
James Dyson prize for innovation, and are 
being considered for a worldwide prize. As 
told by the BBC: http://tinyurl.com/ybp5gd45

Samsung put Origami in a Fridge
Samsung has a young boy build an origami 
diorama in one of their Space Max Fridges in 
an advert for those fridges.

The story of the ad revolves around a little 
boy who is waiting for his dad to return 
from a polar expedition. Together he and 
his mother make a series of origami polar 
animals in ready for when Dad gets home. 
The ad, which features the headline “more 
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space than you can imagine,” ends with the 
father opening the family fridge to find an 
arctic wonderland and a “welcome home” 
message inside. You can see the whole ad 
here: http://tinyurl.com/y7f764fp

Boat of Words in New Zealand
A sea of words will washed over the floor of 
National Library of New Zealand recently.

A giant paper origami boat - waiting to be 
filled with words from the public – had set 
anchor in the library’s foyer as part of New 
Zealand’s National Poetry Day.

Created by Whitireia graduate students 
Christine Ling and Margot Sorensen, the boat 
was the centre of a competition aiming to 
make poetry more accessible. 

The public were invited to drop a word 
relating to the sea, along with contact details, 
into the boat. They received an instant prize 
of a biscuit and a poem from one of two 
new collections of poetry, “Keel & Drift” by 
Adrienne Jansen and “Everything is Here” by 
Rob Hack and also went into a draw to win 
dinner for two and a cruise on a boat in Mana 

or copies of these collections. At the end of 
the day, Jansen and Hack used the words 
to create an entirely new poem that can be 
found here: http://tinyurl.com/ybgzzkyr

Affordable Art Exhibition
This frames set of hearts pinned like 
butterflies in a natural history museum was 
one of many pieces at the Affordable Art 
Exhibition in London. It’s a piece by artist 
Dong Li-Blackwell

Giant origami shield takes shape
It’s kite-shaped, the size of a tennis court and 
is a mask that will protect the James Webb 
observatory from the glare and heat of the 
Sun as it tries to image deep space when it 
goes into orbit next year.
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Engineers have just finished joining together 
its individual polymer membrane layers that 
are as thin as a human hair. In the shade, the 
Webb telescope should be able to reach 
its operating temperature of less than 50 
degrees above absolute zero (-223C).

Both the telescope and the finished shield 
are too big to fit in a rocket, so they are to be 
folded up on themselves, origami style, for 
the journey to space. 

Trees of a Thousand Cranes
These are by Japanese artist Naoki Onogawa, 
of course inspired by the legend of the 1000 
cranes and the story of Sadako Sasaki, she 
folds hundreds of miniature origami cranes 
which become the foliage of beautifully 
delicate Bonsai trees of various colours 
and styles. She says: “Since ancient times, 
Japanese people have been mindful of 
natural phenomenon. While confronting 
our fears of the natural world, we worship 
and co-exist in harmony with nature. As 
one symbol of nature, trees possess a life 
force which lies in all natural things, I’ve tried 
to endow my artworks with this energy. 
Through looking at my works, I hope you can 
feel this life force too.”

You can see more examples of her work here: 
http://tinyurl.com/y6vr9cqw

Origami in the Garden
The Morton Arboretum has an exhibition 
called “Origami in the Garden” with dozens 
of statues based on origami folds dotted 
around the grounds. It runs from May 19th 
to October 22nd. The Arboretum’s YouTube 
channel shows a number of videos about the 
exhibition, including this one: https://youtu.
be/fN_KZBGNoYk 
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Book Reviews

Japanese Origami Kit for Kids by Michael G. LaFosse

Tuttle Publishing ISBN:9780804848046  48-page colour book, 72 sheets

The book in this kit teaches children how to make 
traditional Japanese Good-Luck Boxes, Lotus Blossoms, Koi 
Fish, Cranes and many other models while learning general 
origami skills. The 12 projects range from simple to slightly 
challenging. Due to the relatively small format of the book, 
the diagrams are much reduced, with as many as 10 steps 
on a single page, so some concentration is needed. 

LaFosse is well-known as an origami master and his 
diagrams are up the the standards you would expect. 
The supplied paper is patterned/colour and a wide range 
of gaudy patterns indeed. Not to my taste and I do feel 
models are harder for beginners to fold with strong patterns but certainly eye-catching. As 
with most similar publications, the box is twice the depth of the contents. Sadly, the included 
dollar blls will not pass for the real thing. Online prices are around the £9 mark. Models include 
the author’s “bat” and several others, including a nice variation on Kahn’s modular hexahedron 
and a very neat modular wheel.

Origami City Joel Stern

Tuttle Publishing ISBN: 0804847606  Softback 8.2” square

From the author of “My First Origami Kit”, this package contains 40 sheets of origami paper for 
models such as  trains, cars, firetrucks, helicopters, motorcycles and delivery vans, trees and 
houses. It also has over 130 stickers and a large fold-out city map to play with the models on. 
Each model comes with instructions and matching double-sided origami papers.  

Clearly aimed at younger children, this kit is slightly reminiscent of the “instant transfer” 
sets from my youth, you get a foldout street plan to display your models on and a wide 
range of bright stickers with which to 
decorate them. The included paper has 
appropriate automobile imagery on it, 
so you need to select the proper sheet 
for each design.

The models start simple, but as you go 
on there are any number of steps that 
beginners will need to study carefully. 
£15 seems a little expensive, but there’s 
plenty of entertainment value in there.

Nick Robinson
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A peculiar title, you might say, that hides a 
double zigzag fold (horizontal and vertical) 
on a rectangular sheet. As can be seen in the 
illustrations, the original drawings represent 
four pigs. By folding along the marked lines, 
the face of a person is revealed.

Historically, the first known example was 
of Napoleon I, followed in 1870 by one of 
Bismarck. If we change continent, we find 
in the United States, examples of Grover 
Cleveland (Illus. 1), who was president in 
1885 and 1893. Then, back in Europe and at 
the beginning of the World War I there are 2 
versions of drawings of William II (2a / 2b).

We now come to probably the most famous 
version, that of Adolf Hitler (3a / 3b) in 1939, 
which has been “translated” into many 
European languages with variants, including 
one in Belgium where the swastika appears. 
During the 1980s, it was in Poland, with an 
example of General Jaruzelski (4).

And between 1982 and 1996, it circulated in 
Spain, with a version of the Prime Minister 
Felipe González (5), which had the peculiarity 
of being presented already folded. “Felipe 
González” was announced, and in unfolding 
the sheet “and its ministers” was revealed.

Then 1991 with the Gulf War, appeared an 
example of Saddam Hussein (6). The Dutch 
version was published in Pajarita 34, but 
there is, of course, an American version.

A quarter of a century has passed, and this 
long series continues with Donald Trump 
thanks to the pencil and the humour of my 
British friend Nick Robinson. You will find 
the sheet to be folded in his page http://
tinyurl.com/y9jlpmxf and his own page on the 
subject here http://tinyurl.com/y6w75jbv

Note that other animals have been used in 
this way such as cows, jackals and dinosaurs.

Michel Grand

The Four Pigs

1

2a

2b
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This article, published in Le Pli 45, was translated from 
French by Rosemary Erskine. If you have any other 
examples, please contact Nick Robinson.

3b

3a

4

6

5
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Philip Blencowe from Kidderminster was one 
of the first and he began to accompany me 
on visits to the London meetings. In 1971, 
Sue and I were looking for a house to live in 
when we got married. When we found one 
with a loft and a large billiard table, my mind 
immediately thought about having mini 
meetings up there. The first was on Saturday 
19th August 1972, attended by myself, Philip 
Blencowe, Peter Ford and Ray Bolt. We folded 
the Bunny Bill (Neale), Rabbit (Elias), Portrait 
Base / Shakespeare (Kenneway) and Dougal 
from the Magic Roundabout (Steve Carter).  

Council meetings were later held there 
as many of the officers lived in the West 
Midlands area. What particularly pleased me 
was the distance people were prepared to 
travel to be part of it. Forty-five years later, 
at our current West Midland mini meetings 
organised by Dave Venables, many still travel 
significant distances to meet and share. 

Meanwhile, as numbers began to grow, 
convention venues came under the spotlight 
as Eric Kenneway proposed we should hold 
our meetings over a weekend. Although 
rather sceptical at first, because of the low 
number I thought would turn up, it was 
agreed to organise one in Birmingham. 

Such was the success of this that 
Birmingham became the autumn venue for 
the next ten years. Universities also served us 
well in the many UK cities we have visited. 

We have now had a hundred conventions 
and continue to keep costs down so that 
everyone has the opportunity to attend. The 
Internet can supply many of our origami 
needs but the joy the founding members 
experienced of meeting together is just as 
real now as it was some fifty years ago. 

Mick Guy

Part Six - Meeting Together

The first meeting at Rosaly Evenine’s 
apartment in Kensington, London in 1966 
was very special. Yes, by then, many of us had 
corresponded with each other but there was 
a real desire to share our hobby in a way only 
getting together can achieve. 

Subsequent meetings could not come soon 
enough and when the BOS was formed a 
year later (again through Rosaly’s, generosity) 
we were able to see and share with our new 
friends for the day, every six months or so. 

But we were still thinly spread around the 
country and so any local meetings were out 
of the question. This started to change with 
the paperback version of Harbin’s ‘Teach 
Yourself Origami’. Renamed ‘Origami 1’, it 
became the accompanying book for Bob’s 
new Yorkshire TV series. The ten minute, low 
budget production ran for many episodes 
and so successful was the book the publisher, 
Hodder, commissioned Origami 2 and 3. 
Now quite a rare book, Origami 4 followed 
but with a much shorter print run as by that 
time the shows had ended. The TV series 
was exported to several countries and the 
paperbacks translated into many languages. 

As membership increased, I took the 
opportunity to encourage and sometimes 
visit anyone in the Birmingham area and 
beyond who had written to me. 

The Early Days of the BOS

the loft
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Denver Lawson writes: Hello Nick, I have 
a story that happened recently about how 
origami saved me losing £5! I went into my 
local Sainsbury’s the other  day but before I 
went out I folded one of the new £10 notes 
into a unit I’ve been working on. Luckily I did 
that because when I paid for an item the lady 
gave me change from a £5 I said ‘I gave you a 
£10.’ she said ‘No you didn’t, you gave me £5’. I 
said ‘Look in your till and you’ll find you’ve got 
a £10 with loads of creases going in it.’ She 
did, saw it and I got my £5 back.

I have been experimenting with the unit. I 
thought it would be nice to have the Queen’s 
face facing outwards, however it was a bit of 
a problem. Threfore I turned the note over 
and I saw that Jane Austen’s face was in the 
centre of the note and that made things 
easier.  If you use the back of your nail on the 
note you can get a sharp crease.

It was a bit of a nightmare to assemble 
because the material is a bit spingy. However 
once assembled it holds together better than 
paper. I am not sure whose model this is, 
does anyone know? 

To and From the Editor

Barbara Baum Freethy writes: I am so glad 
I travelled all the way to England.  It was well 
worth every minute. When I flew back into 
Logan Airport in Boston, I was amazed to see 
this mural!  
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Odds & Sods

Quote Unquote 
“one needs to listen to the material, develop 
a conversation with it and allow it to take 
its own shape. The flow is natural and when 
the creator of the product becomes engaged 
with it, a whole new world emerges from this 
dichotomy.” 
Maria Gerias
http://origamiquotes.tumblr.com/

just for fun - please send me your contributions!

Etsy Bitsies
Etsy is a website specialising in the sale of hand 
made objects. GaribiOrigami are selling this beautiful 
design for 1684 Israeli New Shekel (£356)

Steven Casey’s  
Ori-puns

Aussies folders 
fold down 
under

Edwin Corrie accepts no responsibility for tattoos of his work!

Mark Bolitho managed to win a “Pointless” trophy!  
Maybe he was wet-folding?






